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This is a response to the COMMUNICATION REGARDING NOTICE OF 
ABANDONMENT, filed October 14, 2003. The request asks that the 
abandonment, as set forth in the Notice of Abandonment of October 03, 2003, for 
failure to timely file a proper response to the Office letter dated January 1 7, 2003 
be withdrawn. The requester asserts that applicants timely filed a proper response 
/petition for one month extension to the Office letter dated January 17, 2003 on 
March 19, 2003. 



DECISION 

The instant request is accepted as a timely petition under 37 C.F.R. 1.181 (no fee). 

A review of the requester's evidence provided with the instant petition indicates 
that the request has merit. The evidence presented is sufficient to establish that the 
applicants did indeed file the proper response to the Office letter of January 17, 
2003 in a timely manner. The evidence provided includes copies of the Response, 
original certificate of US Patent 5,994,455, a new declaration and a petition for a 
one month extension together with a check in the amount of $1 10.00, both of 
which include an executed Certificate of mailing dated March 19, 2003. Also 
attached is a copy of the USPTO date stamped postcard receipt dated March 24, 
2003 confirming receipt of the Response, the original patent certificate, new 
declaration and petition for extension of time. It is noted that the serial number 
and filing date on the papers filed March 19, 2003 are incorrect, and they are the 
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serial number and filing date of the original application which became US Patent 
5,994, 455. Therefore, the papers filed March 19, 2003 have not been matched 
with the instant application file. 

Therefore, the abandonment is hereby withdrawn, and the application is returned to 
pending status. The application will be forwarded to the Technical Support Staff 
for entering the Response/Declaration and then forwarded to the examiner for 
prompt consideration. 



The Petition is GRANTED. 



<tyvUxtKyi<2 

Jacqueline Stone, Director 

Technology Center 1 700 

Chemical and Materials Engineering 

CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 

1220 MARKET STREET 
P O BOX 22.07 
WILMINGTON, DE 19899 



P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450-www.uspto.gov 



